EPA Region 8 WQS Newsletter — April 2022

Hello from Denver and Helena

Region 8 includes 6 states and 28 tribes

(6 tribes have TAS and 5 of those have EPA-
approved WQS). We have annual meetings
with our states & TAS tribes.

| Over two-thirds of our roughly 12 million
people live in two distinct bands of urban

| development — Colorado's Front Range and
| Utah's Wasatch Front. Region 8 is also

| home to some of the most rural counties

| the nation. Population per square mile

| ranges from 5.8 in Wyoming to 48.5 in

None of the states or tribes in R8 have
een included in any federal promulgation
f WaQs.

Total land area in Region 8 is over 573,000
square miles (the size of 10 Georgias for
those of you back East). Tribal nations
collectively cover an area greater than the
size of Tennessee.

Public lands comprise over one-third of the |
land area in our Region, including those
managed by the U.S. Forest Service, the
Bureau of Land Management and the

National Park Service. Have you been to ,
any of the 15 National Parks in our Region? |

Our Region is arid, with average annual pre-
cipitation ranging from about 12 inches in
Utah to 20 inches in South Dakota. This
places a premium on the availability and
quality of water resources to meet com-
peting demands from farmers, municipali-
ties, recreationists and ecological needs.

WQS Team Coordinator: Tonya Fish
Section Chief: Andrew Todd

Branch Chief: Judy Bloom

Division Director: Darcy O’ Connor
HQ Liaison: Mario Sengco
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